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NOTICES OF NEW WOKKS. 

A Treatise on Annuities, with numerous Tables based on the Experience 
of the Equitable Society and on the Northampton Rate of Mortality. 
By the late Griffith Davies, F.R.S., Actuary to the Guardian As- 
surance Company, &c. Charles and Edwin Layton, 150, Fleet Street. 
The executors of the late Mr. Davies have done the public and the 
profession good service by this issue of the remaining copies of his valuable 
work, which, with its preface, title page, and table of contents, now presents 
a much more finished appearance than heretofore. As the executors remark, 
the improvements which have been made of late years in the science of life 
assurance render some portions of the Treatise less useful than they might 
formerly have been; nevertheless, there is much in it which will possess 
interest for the general reader, and which is all but indispensible for the 
consideration of the professional student. In glancing over its pages we 
could not but be struck with the truth of the author's observations in 
reference to the merits respectively of the mutual and proprietary systems 
of life assurance. The defect which he alludes to in the former, and which 
he looked upon year's ago as of so serious a character in the Equitable 
Society, has recently exhibited itself in a very marked manner in another 
important Institution similarly constituted. As Mr. Davies quaintly re- 
marks, "the avaricious dispositions of the majority of those mutually 

assured" "threaten to become not only insatiable, but 

incapable of being controlled by any other means than the overwhelming 
power of the Court of Chancery." 



A Table of Quarter- Squares of all Integer Numbers up to 100,000, by 
which the product of Two Factors may be found by the aid of 
Addition and Subtraction alone. By Samuel Linn Lahndt, A.I.A., 
Secretary of the London Mutual Life and Guarantee Society. Charles 
and Edwin Layton, 150, Fleet Street, London. 
This is a very important publication, and the methods it enunciates 
will, no doubt, go far to supersede in many cases the use of logarithms. 
Mr. Laundy has evidently bestowed very considerable' pains upon his work, 
and has left nothing undone to render it as perfect as possible. The mode 
of construction and the manner of using the tables are very fully explained 
in the introduction; and the preface, the greater part of which we are in- 
duced to extract, gives an interesting account of the present undertaking 
and of previous efforts in the same direction. Mr. Laundy says: — 

" In December last the author had the honour of reading before the Insti- 
tute of Actuaries a paper ' On a Method of finding the Product of two Factors 
by means of the Addition and Subtraction of Natural Numbers,'* in which 
he gave some account of the construction and use of the table forming the 
subject of the present work. The paper referred to was based upon the sug- 
gestions contained in an article contributed to the Journal of the Institute, 
entitled, ' On Multiplication by a Table of Single Entry,' by J. J. Sylvester, 
Esq., M.A., F.R.S.,t in which he shows that, by means of a table of squares, 
the product of any two numbers may be found ' by the aid of the processes of 

* Assurance Magazine, vol. vi., p. 121. f Assurance Magazine, vol. iv., p. 236. 



